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NAZI FOREIGN POLICY – PRE WWII
Shaping Concepts:
collective security
containment
brinkmanship
nazification




appeasement

lebensraum
national self-determination

A.
Nazi Foreign Policy – Basic Principles

1.
condemn Versailles (

cancel reparations






enlarge all aspects of the armed forces






military re-occupation of the Rhineland

2.
national self-determination (
unite Germans living in Austria, Sudetenland,





Western Poland, and East Prussia

3.
lebensraum
(

“living space” for Germany’s “superior” race

B.
Definitions of Appeasement

A foreign affairs concept whereby nations attempt to give way to the demands of an aggressor so that the latter will not start a war

Practiced by Britain and France towards Hitler (

assumption people prefer peace 








Initially motivated by hope, not fear








Br. and Fr. brutalized by WWI








Br. Saw a strong Ger. offsetting Fr.








and Soviet influence in Europe







        
feared communism more than fascism








Hitler’s “wish list” not vital to Br/Fr








Br and Fr fooled by Hitler’s “take an 

inch take a mile” philosophy

C.
Sequence of Events

1936 – Re-occupation of the Rhineland (


occurred during the Ethiopian affair








Fr and USSR signed a defensive pact








which Hitler said violated Locarno 

and threatened Germany – Br/Fr weak protest

1936 – Rome-Berlin axis


Germany and Italy


Anti-Comintern Pact

Germany and Japan

1938 – Anschluss (




remember Versailles forbidding union?

Mussolini approves after Hitler approves of Ethiopian affair – Austrian sovereignty abolished under German control

Britain has no interest in Austria

Hitler now appearing as a conqueror
1938 – Munich Pact (


Review notes on appeasement
players: 
Chamberlain (Br)
non-players: 
Stalin (USSR)




Daladier (Fr.)



Benes (Czech)




Mussolini (It)




Hitler (Ger)

Note:  Czechoslovakia was a functioning democracy, an ally of France, and a nation of minorities, including Sudeten Germans

Hitler’s Claim for the Sudetenland:

Sudeten Germans claim to national self-determination

“It is my unshakable belief to wipe Czechoslovakia off the map.” (Hitler in DeMarco, p. 126)

points:
Czechoslovakia had a large, well-equipped standing army


Britain’s worry 
(  
war in Europe and Asia disastrous for them




(
what does Hitler want for peace?  




(
bombing of British cities




(
Britain would not support France if latter supported Czech 

(remember “Little Entente”?)


In point form, describe the steps leading to the signing of the Four Powers (H. pp 154-155) Munich Pact of 1938… (begin with Chamberlain’s Sept 15 meeting with Hitler, include Chamberlain’s famous quote and conclude with the happenings of March 1939)

Hitler after Munich Pact: “I have no more territorial demands to make in Europe”.

After March 1939 and Hitler ‘s control of all Czechoslovakia, Britain ends policy of appeasement.

Historical significance of the Munich Pact and the Conquest of Czechoslovakia

Chamberlain’s Mistake ( appeaser or peace-loving statesman?  (revisionism!)

Morality of sacrificing a functioning democracy.

Additional notes ( in class

British pledge to aid Poland -------(
France’s inaction  -----(
Soviet response ------(
1939 (Aug) 
Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact
(
Stalin looks for Br/Fr support








none given as Br suspicious of USSR due








to Stalin’s Red Army purges








Stalin angry over Br/Fr non-intervention








in Spanish Civil War



Ribbentrop (Ger) and Molotov (USSR) sign agreement








G and USSR agree not to fight each other








Secretly agree to carve up Poland








Both gained time from this agreement








Shocked the international community!

1939 
Sept 1 (




Hitler attacks Poland (blitzkrieg)


Sept 3 (




Br/Fr declare war on Ger.  *WWII begins
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World War Two – An Introduction

Why did war break out?


“In principle and doctrine, Hitler was no more wicked and unscrupulous than any other statesman.  The state of German rearmament in 1939i gives decisive proof that Hitler was not contemplating general war and probably not contemplating war at all.  The war in 1939 was a mistake, the result on both sides of diplomatic blunders.”

versus


“Let us consider briefly the programme which Hitler laid down for himself.  It was  a program of eastern colonization, entailing a war of conquest against Russia.  In order to carry it out, Hitler needed a restored German army, powerful enough to conquer Russia, and the West if necessary.  It was always possible that a war with the West would be necessary before he could march on Russia.  And in fact, that is what happened.”

1.
Hitler attacks Poland, September 1, 1939

D pp 133-34










H p. 158


Describe blitzkrieg  tactics – identify the stages of invasion.

2.
Explain the meaning of the phrase:  PHONEY WAR

3.
Hitler’s Triumph in the West – study the pattern of conquest on the map below.
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4.
Hitler conquers Denmark and Norway


strategic importance of Norway?




D 135


“quisling”?







H 159

5.
Hitler attacks in the West


Maginot Line problems?





H 159


Dunkirk (Operation Dynamo) – explain



H 161


Churchill’s famous quote?  (record last line)



H 161

6.
The Fall of France
-
Why?  List reasons.


H 161-2


define “collaboration”/ Vichy France




H 162
AJP Taylor


“Revisionist”





H. Trevor-Roper


“Traditionalist”








