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BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC

JUNE 1940 - MAR 1941
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The panels at the top of the spread show the shifting areas
in which the main action of the Battle of the Atlantic was
concentrated. In July 1940 the U-boats gained access to
the French and Norwegian ports, enabling the
Kriegsmarine to extend its operations much farther into
the Atlantic. At the same time many British escorts were
concentrated in home waters to counter the German
invasion threat. Throughout 1941 Dénitz, using
‘wolfpack’ tactics, moved his operations west, away from
British air cover. In January 1942, with the United States’
entry into the war, Donitz transferred the main weight of
his offensive to the unprotected shipping of the western
hemisphere. During this period (January-July 1942)
U-boats in the Atlantic were at their safest, with an
average life of thirteen months, and also at their most
deadly, sinking on average 19 ships of about 100,000
tons before being sunk. With the strengthening of US
coastal escorts, the U-boats were driven back into the
North Atlantic. By the end of 1943 closer Anglo-US
co-operation had led to more efficient anti-submarine
techniques; production of faster transports and escorts
steadily rose. ‘Wolfpack’ tactics were eventually
abandoned in favour of individual attacks. In the closing
‘months of the war U-boats operated primarily around the
British Isles, using their schnorkels to remain permanently
submerged. By the end of the war the average life of a
U-boat had sunk to three months.
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